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Reading for Success©: A Novel Study for Island of the Blue Dolphins 
Student Performance Documentation Form 

 
Instructions for Calculating 
Percentage Mark: 
 
Give each student a score for 
each lesson’s work based on 
the point distribution guidelines. 
To calculate the percentage 
score: Divide the Total Number 
of Points Earned by the Lesson 
Total, then multiply by 100. 
 
Example: Student scored 61 
points out of a possible 65 
points.  
61 ÷ 65 = .94 X 100 = 94% 
 
Criterion for mastery in the 
novel studies is 80%. Additional 
space has been provided on the 
Student Performance 
Documentation Form for 
students who do not achieve 
mastery to redo the lesson or to 
improve their mark. A key has 
been provided at the bottom of 
the form for extended response 
and background passages. 
 
Data from reading checkouts 
and the End of Unit Test should 
be recorded on the Class 
Summary Chart that can be 
found at the end of the Teacher 
Presentation Book and in the 
Blackline Master Envelope. 

POINTS DISTRIBUTION 
GUIDELINES: 
 
Lesson 1: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 Character: 
1 pt/item (7 pts)  

 Point of View: (1 pt) 
 Comprehension: 

1. 2 pts/simile; 2 pts/explanation 
(4 pts) 
2. 2 pts/metaphor; 
2 pts/explanation (4 pts) 
3-4. 2 pts/item (4 pts) 

 Chapter Titles: 
2 pts/title (4 pts)  

 Personal Response: (Total up 
to 21 pts).  
Opening sentence grabs 
reader’s attention and states 
compromise (5 pts) 
3-5 sentences describe 
experience (up to 10 pts) 
Closing sentence brings 
paragraph to satisfying end  
(2 pts)  
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 4 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization 
Correct spelling 
 
Lesson Total = 53 pts 
 
 

Lesson 2: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Sentence completion: 
1 pt/item (5 pts) 

  Main Ideas Paragraph 
(Summary):  
Planning-5 W’s and H  
1 pt/question (6 pts) 
Summary Paragraph (Total up 
to 18 pts) 
Opening sentence grabs 
reader’s attention (2 pts) 
Middle includes 5 W’s and H (6 
pts) 
Ideas presented in a logical 
order (2 pts) 
Ideas are clear and concise (2 
pts) 
Closing sentence brings 
paragraph to satisfying end  
(2 pts)  
Mechanics (Total up to 4 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling  
 
Lesson Total = 39 pts 
 
 
Lesson 3: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice: 
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 Vocabulary Sentences: 
2 pts/item (10 pts)  

 Expressions:  
(2 pts) 

 Comprehension:  
1. (4 pts) 
2. (2 pts) 
3. 2 pts/opinion; 2 pts/reason  
(4 pts) 

 Character Cluster:  
(18 pts) 
 
Lesson Total = 48 pts 
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Lesson 4: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (14 pts) 

 Meanings: 
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Comprehension:  
2 pts/item (8 pts) 

 Title: 
(2 pts) 

 Simile:  
2 pts/item (6 pts) 

 Simile:  
2 pts/item (4 pts) 
 
Lesson Total = 44 pts 
 
 
Lesson 5: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (9 pts) 

 Affixes:  
1 pt/item (16 pts)  

 Comprehension: 
4 pts/question (16 pts) 

 Similes:  
2 pts/item (6 pts) 
 
Lesson Total = 47 pts 
 
 

Lesson 6: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Definition matching:  
1 pt/item (10 pts)  

 Personal Response: (Total up 
to 30 pts) 
Paragraph 1: 
Beginning sentence draws 
reader into the writing and 
identifies part of story that 
caused emotional reaction  
(5 pts) 
3-4 sentences summarizing part 
of story (up to 8 pts) 
Paragraph 2: 
Beginning sentence identifies 
specific emotion (2 pts) 
3-4 sentences describing 
reaction (up to 8 pts) 
Concluding sentence brings 
passage to a satisfying end (2 
pts) 
Mechanics (Total up to 5 pts) 
Correct grammar 
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling  
 
Lesson Total = 50 pts 
 
 
Lesson 7: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (12 pts) 

 Synonyms/Antonyms:  
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 Sentence Completion: 
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 Comprehension:  
1. 2 pts/example-at least 4 
(8 pts) 
2-3. 2 pts/item (4 pts) 
4. 2 pts/reason (4 pts)  

 
Lesson Total = 44 pts 
 
 

Lesson 8: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (7 pts) 

 Word Meanings: 
1 pt/item (6 pts) 

 Synonyms/Antonyms: 1 
pt/item (7 pts)  

 Comprehension:  
1-4. 4 pts/item (16 pts) 

 Paragraph: (Total up to  
17 pts)  
Opening sentence grabs 
readers attention (2 pts) 
3-5 sentences describe what 
happened (10 pts) 
Concluding sentence brings 
passage to a satisfying end  
(2 pts) 
Mechanics (Total up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar 
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling  

 Title: 
(2 pts) 
 
Lesson Total = 55 pts 
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Lesson 9: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice: 1 
pt/item (8 pts) 

 Simile: (Total up to 10 pts) 
4 pts-description;  
4 pts-explanation; 
2 pts mechanics  

correct grammar 
correct punctuation 
correct capitalization  
correct spelling  
 Process:  

1 pt/item (4 pts) 
 Journal Entry: (Total up to  

23 pts)  
Opening sentence grabs 
reader’s attention (2 pts) 
At least 5 sentences clearly 
describe ordeal using details 
from story (up to 10 pts) 
Includes all items from prompt 
(saw, heard, felt, thought, final 
emotions) (5 pts) 
Closing sentence brings 
paragraph to satisfying end (2 
pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 4 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling  
 
Lesson Total = 45 pts 

Lesson 10: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Definitions:  
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 Sentence Completion:  
2 pts/item (4 pts) 

 Qualities:  
2 pts/example-2 examples 
required for each quality)  
(24 pts) 
 
Lesson Total = 46 pts 
 
 
Lesson 11: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Analogies:  
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Sentence Completion:  
2 pts/item (8 pts) 

 True/False:  
1 pt/item (15 pts) 

 Paragraph: (Total up to 15 
pts)  
Opening sentence grabs 
reader’s attention and states 
feeling (4 pts)  
2-3 sentences use details from 
the story to support writer’s 
opinion (6 pts)  
Closing sentence brings 
paragraph to satisfying end 
(2 pts)  
Mechanics (Total up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling 
 
Lesson Total = 58 pts 
 
 

Lesson 12: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 Figurative language: 
2 pts/example (4 pts) 
3 pts/drawing (6 pts) 

 Passage: (Total up to 32 pts) 
Opening sentence grabs 
reader’s attention? (2 pts) 
5-7 sentences retell story from 
narrator’s point of view (14 pts) 
Ideas presented in a logical 
order (2 pts) 
Ideas are clear and concise  
(2 pts) 
Thoughts and feelings of all 
characters mentioned are 
included (6 pts) 
Closing sentence brings 
paragraph to satisfying end  
(2 pts) 
Mechanics for passage (Total 
up to 4 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling  
 
Lesson Total = 50 pts 
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Lesson 13: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Word meanings:  
1 pt/item (12 pts) 

 Comprehension:  
1-4. 4 pts/item (16 pts) 

 Reflective Paragraph: (Total 
up to 13 pts) 
Opening sentence grabs 
reader’s attention (2 pts) 
At least 3 sentences state what 
writer would have done 
differently (up to 6 pts) 
Closing sentence brings 
paragraph to satisfying end (2 
pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar 
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling  
 
Lesson Total = 51 pts 
 

Lesson 14: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 True/False: 
1 pt/item (7 pts) 

 Venn Diagram: 
Karana-at least 5 differences  
(5 pts) 
Lost Woman-at least 5 
differences (5 pts)  
-at least 5 similarities (5 pts) 

 Journal Entry: (Total up to  
19 pts) 
Opening sentence grabs 
reader’s attention (2 pts) 
3-5 sentences describing day 
(up to 10 pts); 
Closing sentence brings 
paragraph to satisfying end  
(2 pts)  
Wrote entry in first person  
(2 pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling  
 
Lesson Total = 51 pts 
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