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Reading for Success©: A Novel Study for Journey to Jo’burg 
Student Performance Documentation Form 

 
Instructions for Calculating 
Percentage Mark: 
 
Give each student a score for 
each lesson’s work based on 
the point distribution guidelines. 
To calculate the percentage 
score: Divide the Total Number 
of Points Earned by the Lesson 
Total, then multiply by 100. 
 
Example: Student scored 61 
points out of a possible 65 
points.  
61 ÷ 65 = .94 X 100 = 94% 
 
Criterion for mastery in the 
novel studies is 80%. Additional 
space has been provided on the 
Student Performance 
Documentation Form for 
students who do not achieve 
mastery to redo the lesson or to 
improve their mark. A key has 
been provided at the bottom of 
the form for extended response 
and background passages. 
 
Data from reading checkouts 
and the End of Unit Test should 
be recorded on the Class 
Summary Chart that can be 
found at the end of the Teacher 
Presentation Book and in the 
Blackline Master Envelope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POINTS DISTRIBUTION 
GUIDELINES: 
 
Lesson 1: 
 
Background Passage:  
1. –must list all 3 capitals (4 pts) 
2. 2 pts/fact-at least 2 facts  
(4 pts) 
3. 2 pts/fact-at least 2 facts  
(4 pts) 
4. 2 pts/question-at least 2 
questions (4 pts) 
5. (2 pts) 
6. 2 pts/fact-at least 2 facts  
(4 pts) 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (9 pts) 

 Sentences: 
1 pt/word (5 pts) 

 Understanding Characters: 
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 Comprehension:  
1. Paragraph (Total up to 11 
points)  
Opening sentence draws the 
reader into the writing (2 pts)  
2 details support answer (4 pts) 
Closing sentence brings the 
paragraph to a satisfying end (2 
pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling 
2. Paragraph (Total up to 11 
points)  
Opening sentence draws the 
reader into the writing (2 pts)  
1 sentence explains what Tiro 
wanted to do (2 pts) 
1 sentence explains why Naledi 
said they couldn’t (2 pts) 
Closing sentence brings the 
paragraph to a satisfying end  
(2 pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling 
3. Paragraph (Total up to 15 
points)  
Opening sentence draws the 
reader into the writing (2 pts)  
2 pts/similarity-at least 2 (4 pts) 
2 pts/difference-at least 2 (4 pts) 
Closing sentence brings the 
paragraph to a satisfying end (2 
pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling 
 
Lesson Total = 81 pts 
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Lesson 2: 
 
Background Passage:  
Correct Order 
2 pts/sentence (22 pts) 
Apartheid Laws 
1 pt/item (5 pts) 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (6 pts) 

 Past Tense Verbs: 
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 5W’s and an H: 
Who-1 pt/person (2 pts) 
What-(1 pt) 
Where-1 pt/location (2 pts) 
When-(1 pt) 
Why-(1 pt) 
How (1 pt/fact (2 pts) 
Summary (Total up to 15 pts) 
5W’s and an H included (12 pts) 
Mechanics for summary (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling 

 Personal Response:  
1. Paragraph (Total up to  
17 pts) 
Opening sentence introduces 
topic (2 pts) 
3-5 sentences explain what 
writer would bring and why (up 
to 10 pts)  
Ending sentence brings 
paragraph to a satisfying 
conclusion (2 pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (up to 
3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation  
Correct capitalization 
 
Lesson Total = 82 pts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 3: 
 
Background Passage:  
1-2. 2 pts/item (4 pts) 
3. Venn Diagam 
Gold Rush-1 pt/item-at least 3 
(3 pts) 
Both-1 pt/item-at least 3 (3 pts) 
Today-1 pt/item-at least 3 (3 
pts) 
4. 2 pts/fact-at least 2 (4 pts) 
5. (2 pts) 
6. Venn Diagam 
Johannesburg-1 pt/item-at least 
3 (3 pts) 
Both-1 pt/item-at least 3 (3 pts) 
Student’s town or city-1 pt/item-
at least 3 (3 pts) 

 Vocabulary Practice: 
1 pt/item (11 pts) 

 Writing Sentences: 
-must include 3 vocabulary 
words in sentence (4 pts)  

 Character Web:  
1 pt/item –at least 5 items  
(5 pts)  

 Comprehension:  
1. -at least 2 facts (4 pts) 
2. (2 pts) 
 
Lesson Total = 54 pts 
 
 

Lesson 4: 
 
Background Passage:  
1-2. 2 pts/item (4 pts) 
3-6. 4 pts/item –at least 2 facts 
per item (16 pts) 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (8 pts) 

 Vocabulary Words: 
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Comprehension:  
1. 1 pt/person-at least 3 (3 pts) 
    explanation (2 pts) 
2. 1 pt/person-at least 3 (3 pts) 
    2 pts/each explanation (6 pts) 
3. explanation of what is 
happening-at least 3 sentences 
(6 pts) 
    2 pts/each character’s 
feelings (6 pts) 
 
Lesson Total = 64 pts 
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Lesson 5: 
 
Background Passage: 
1. a-e. 1 pt/item (5 pts) 
    f. (2 pts) 
2. (2 pts) 
3. (2 pts) 
4. 2 pts/difference-at least 2  
(4 pts) 
5. what was planned (2 pts) 
    what happened (2 pts) 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (6 pts) 

 Synonyms and Antonyms:  
2 pts/item (4 pts) 

 Paragraphs:  
1. (Total up to 17 points)  
Opening sentence draws the 
reader into the writing (2 pts)  
3-5 sentences describe 
experience from point of view of 
Naledi and Tiro (up to 10 pts) 
Closing sentence brings the 
paragraph to a satisfying end  
(2 pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling 
2. (Total up to 16 points)  
Opening sentence draws the 
reader into the writing (2 pts)  
3-5 sentences describe Naledi 
1 pt/adjective; 2 pts/evidence -at 
least 3 (up to 9 pts) 
Closing sentence brings the 
paragraph to a satisfying end  
(2 pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling 

3. (Total up to 19 points)  
Opening sentence draws the 
reader into the writing (2 pts)  
2 pts/fact about Naledi’s life in 
her village-at least 3 (6 pts) 
2 pts/fact about Grace’s life in 
Soweto-at least 3 (6 pts) 
Closing sentence brings the 
paragraph to a satisfying end  
(2 pts) 
Mechanics for paragraph (Total 
up to 3 pts) 
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation 
Correct capitalization  
Correct spelling 
 
Lesson Total = 81 pts 
 
 

Lesson 6: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1. 1 pt/ (1 pt) 
2. 1 pt/x, 1 pt/definition (2 pts) 
3. 1 pt/ (1 pt) 
4. 1 pt/x, 1 pt/definition (2 pts) 
5. 1 pt/x, 1 pt/definition (2 pts) 
6. 1 pt/x, 1 pt/definition (2 pts) 
7. 1. 1 pt/ (1 pt) 
8. 1 pt/x, 1 pt/definition (2 pts) 
9. 1. 1 pt/ (1 pt) 
10. 1 pt/x, 1 pt/definition (2 pts) 

 Multiple Meanings:  
1 pt/item (5 pts)  

 Summary and Paragraph: 
(Total up to 27 points)  
Summary: 
Opening sentence identifies part 
of the story chosen (2 pts) 
2-3 sentences summarize main 
points (6 pts) 
Paragraph 
Opening sentence draws the 
reader into the writing and 
identifies the emotional reaction 
of the writer (4 pts)  
3-5 sentences add details that 
convince reader (up to 10 pts) 
Ending sentences brings 
paragraph to satisfying 
conclusion (2 pts)  
Mechanics for paragraph (up to  
3 pts)  
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation  
Correct capitalization 
Correct spelling  
 
Lesson Total = 48 pts 
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Lesson 7: 
 

 Vocabulary Practice:  
1 pt/item (10 pts) 

 Prefixes and Suffixes:  
1-10. 1 pt/new word 
          2 pts/definition (30 pts)  

 Sentence Completion 
1-5. 2 pts/item (10 pts) 

 Paragraph: (Total up to 13 
points)  
Opening sentence draws the 
reader into the writing (2 pts)  
2-3 sentences tell what Naledi 
learned (up to 6 pts) 
Ending sentence brings 
paragraph to satisfying 
conclusion (2 pts)  
Mechanics for paragraph (up to  
3 pts)  
Correct grammar  
Correct punctuation  
Correct capitalization 
Correct spelling  
 
Lesson Total = 63 pts 
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